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Leber and Ott 
Are New Faces 
In Hospital Posts 


A new face at Presbyterian is 
WW. Randolph Leber, Administrative 
‘Assistant for Buildings and Grounds. 
He takes over the duties of Francis 
V. Britt who died last July. William 
J. Muether, temporarily filled the 
post but is now retiring. 

Mr. Leber comes to Presbyterian 
from a long experience in similar 
work having been a vice president of 
the Statler Hotel chain, and for some 
82 years he was in charge of build- 
ings and maintenance for the Statler- 
Hilton system of 26 hotels. 

He attended Cornell was gradu- 
ated with an engineering degree 
from Rutgers. For several years he 
lectured at the Cornell School of 
Hotel Administration. His particular 
field was planning for the work 
areas, including kitchens, laundries 
and mechanical plants. 

Mr. Leber is quite aware of the 
differences in hospitals and hotels, 
but remarks: “We served guests in 
the hotels, and we serve patients in 
the Hospital, but we were always pa- 
tient with our guests.” 

Also at a new desk today is Rich- 
ard N. Ott as accountant assigned to 
the Assistant Treasurer. Mr. Ott 
succeeds Arthur Heck, who resigned 
to become chief accountant at the 
United Hospital, Port Chester, New 
York. 

Mr. Ott’s first assignment here 
was in the Harkness Pavilion admit- 
ting office, in 1955. After a six-month 
military leave (spent with the Air 
Force), he returned to become a night 
manager. He was transferred to the 
Accounting Department in October. 
His birthdate is Christmas Day, he 
is married and holds Columbia’s 
M.A. in business administration. 

Mr. Heck started here as a junior 
accountant in 1946, later became 
chief accountant in the Comptroller’s 
office, and was transferred to the 
Assistant Treasurer’s department in 
1953. 


Pictured below is W. Randolph Leber (right), 
new Administrative Assistant for Buildings 
and Grounds and (left) William J. Muether, 
who is retiring. 








Joyous Party 


One of the most heart- 
warming of the many parties 
which marked the Christmas 
season in the Hospital was 
that held December 18 for two- 
score epileptic children. The 
first of its kind held here, the 
party was sponsored by the 
Seizure Clinic Parents’ Asso- 
ciation, with the assistance of 
the United Epilepsy Associa- 
tion. 


The children were especially 
delighted by the appearance of 
TV’s ‘‘Johnny Jellybean’”’ 


(Keith Hefner). All BH-5 
pediatric patients were invited 
to come and receive “Johnny 
Jellybean” hats from him. 

Toys for the epileptic chil- 
dren were provided by the 
Ideal Toy Company and the 
Hospital provided  refresh- 
ments. The party was so suc- 
cessful that it undoubtedly 
will become an annual Yule- 
tide event. 


Happy Ending 
To Richard’s Story 


Each year the Hospital sends out a 
Christmas message to friends of the 
Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Cen- 
ter. Much of the free work done in 
the Hospital throughout the year de- 
pends upon the generosity of these 
friends. 

The Christmas message usually in- 
cludes a story about a patient. This 

Continued on page four 


“Rusty,” Big, But Not Fierce 















He's Life Size 
Has Sharp Teeth 


But Won't Bite 


The School of Dental and 
Oral Surgery was faced with a 
new problem recently when a 
full-sized tiger arrived for a 
checkup, under the care of 
Anderson Lewis, porter. He and 
Stephen Murphy, a fourth-year 
dental student, both pictured 
above with “Rusty” assist. 

Fortunately, the “tiger,” de- 
spite its realistic appearance, 
was stuffed with sawdust. He 
passed his dental test well. ... 
no cavities! 

The tiger, which will make 
its home in the 12th floor play- 
rooms, is a gift of Mr. Samuel 
Rogovin. Mr. Rogovin is the 
father of Jeffrey, now 14 years 
old. Jeffrey was first admitted 
to Babies Hospital when it was 
found he had nephrosis in 
March, 1950. 

He is well now with only a 
slightly abnormal laboratory 
test to remind him of his ill- 
ness. During his visits to the 
Hospital, the Rogovin family 
and the Babies Hospital became 
fast friends. 

It was through Mr. Rogo- 
vin’s generosity and his encour- 
agement of others to participate 
that the Babies Hospital neph- 
rosis fund was started. 
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Charitable Care 


Costs Hospital 
$3,800,000 in 1958 


Although New York City par- 
tially meets the costs of hospitali- 
zation of its medically indigent 
residents, the amount paid is just 
half of what their care actually 
costs The Presbyterian Hospital 
and it consequently had to use ap- 
proximately $1,000,000 from its 
contribution and endowment in- 
come to meet the remaining costs 
of caring for these patients dur- 
ing 1958. 

This significant trend in hospi- 
tal operating experience was point- 
ed out by Cleo F. Craig, President 
of the hospital, in announcing its 
financial results for the past year. 
“The City pays only $16 a day 
toward the care of resident charity 
cases and in recent months the 
hospital’s daily cost of providing 
service to ward patients has aver- 
aged $31.93,” he said. 

He reported that $3,800,000 was 
provided in charitable services to 
patients able to pay little or noth- 
ing for their care in hospital clin- 
ics and wards. 

“This volume of charity,” Mr. 
Craig explained, ‘would be impos- 
sible without past contributions 
as well as the support of its 4,400 
contributors during 1958, plus 
$354,000 received from campaigns 
of the United Hospital Fund and 
the Greater New York Fund. 

Mr. Craig reported that the hos- 
pital’s operating expenses were 
$21,300,000, up 5 per cent from a 
year ago, largely attributable to 
salary increases, additional per- 
sonnel, rising food prices, and in- 
creased expenses for medical sup- 
plies. 

There has been a steady increase 
in recent years in the number of 
patients coming to Presbyterian 
who have hospitalization insur- 
ance. For example, Blue Cross 
policy holders have increased since 
1947 from 21 per cent to 49 per 
cent. Mr. Craig added, however, 
that ‘a significant number still 
come into the Hospital without 
either savings or insurance.” 

He brought out that the Colum- 
bia-Presbyterian Medical Center is 

Continued on page four 
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Some Quotes from the Mail Bag... 


“It is very heartwarming to know that a child of 13 looks for- 
ward to her stay in the hospital that is 70 miles from her home. 
Audrey is scheduled to have further surgical work during the com- 
ing year and has expressed a wish to be returned to the fifth floor 
of Harkness each time because ‘I love the nurses.’ ” 
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“A hospital with a chapel and a chaplain’s services gives to a 
patient and his family hope that often cannot be found in 
medicine.” 

Ww w w 

“The doctors’ policy of meeting and talking with the patient 

before the operation gives the warmth and confidence that each of 








Vanderbilt Clinic—Barbara Little. Volunteery—Laura Vossler. 


STE TH Or she Orraiva 


e Kupos: After hours, three of our 
Accounting Department personnel 
are finding it’s “fun to be good 
scouts.” Francis B. Johnston, ac- 
countant, is Troop Committee Chair- 
man of 80 boys, Troop 78, New 
Milford, New Jersey; Richard Ott, 
accountant, is an Eagle Scout and 
was a Scoutmaster while in the serv- 
ice; and Norman Peters, assistant 
comptroller, is chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee of the Rockland 
County Girl Scouts, Inc. and a mem- 
ber of their board of directors. 

George Nixon, R.T., chief X-ray 
technician, gave a paper at the 
Mid-Eastern Conference of X-Ray 
Technicians at Lancaster, Pa. on 
November 8, and December 9 on 
“Chemopallidectomy.” 

Brenda Mathews, R.T., X-ray De- 
partment, was newly appointed as 
Chairman of the Refresher Course of 
the X-Ray Technological Association 
of New York City. 


e Trips: Mrs. Hileen Veitch recently 
returned from a six weeks tour of 
Europe. She visited France, Italy, 
Switzerland, England and Monaco. 
Mrs. Veitch is assistant supervisor, 
Housekeeping Department. 


e¢ ENGAGEMENTS: Adeline Tossone, 
Compensation Department, to James 
Krockel. An August wedding is 
planned. 

Stephen M. Murphy, fourth year 
dental student, School of Dental and 
Oral Surgery, Columbia University, 
to Gretchen Rohrbach, a ’58 graduate 
of the School of Nursing, presently 
with the Visiting Nurse Service. A 
Spring wedding is planned. 

David Nourok, fourth year medical 
student, College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, to Harriet Hausman, a 
graduate of Ohio State University. 
The couple will be married in June. 





Doings of Doctors... 


Dr. Perry B. Hudson, Assistant 
Urologist, Service of Urology, and 
also associated with Columbia’s In- 
stitute of Cancer Research, was one 
of six American physicians who re- 
turned recently from a four-weeks 
tour of West Germany as guests 
of the German Government. This 
was part of an exchange program 
started in 1952. 


Joel Ginsberg, third year medical 
student, College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, to Barbara J. Diamond, a 
senior at Finch College. 

Richard Baker Clutz, third year 
medical student, College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, to Robin L. Hunter, a 
graduate of Colby College. 

John P. Grant, Jr., first year medi- 
cal student, College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, to Jenifer Rawson of 
the Social Service Department, Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital, Boston. 


e WEDDINGS: Barbara Alpart, tech- 
nician, X-ray Department, married 
Arthur Tesser. Mr. Tesser is with 
the International Expeditors Inc. 

Dr. Rosamond Kane, assistant at- 
tending, Orthopedic Surgery, mar- 
ried Dr. Francis M. Cummins, assist- 
ant radiologist, Radiology. After a 
Virgin Islands trip the couple will re- 
side in Rye, New York. 


e WELCOME TO: Mrs. Lydia Castel- 
lano, secretary to Mr. John Rudd, 
Administrative Assistant, Food Sery- 
ice. Mrs. Castellano replaced Mrs. 
Nora Crawford. 


e BIRTHS: Congratulations to Mr. 
and Mrs. Mark Halpern, proud par- 
ents of their first child, baby daughter 
Lita. Mrs. Halpern was formerly 
clerk-typist, Food Service. 


e DEPARTURE: Mary Beck, Dean’s 
Office, College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, resigned last month after 
four years of service. Miss Beck was 
in charge of the “Columbia-Presby- 
terian Medical Center Bulletin.’ She 
was replaced by Donna Ferris. 


¢ RETIREMENT: Salvatore Puma, 
Laundry Department, retires this 
month after 15 years of employment 
at the Hospital. 


Dr. Paul H. Hoch, Professor of 
Clinical Psychiatry, was last month 
reappointed State Mental Hygiene 
Commissioner by Nelson A. Rocke- 
feller. The department he heads is 
charged with operation of eighteen 
mental hospitals, eight institutions 
for the mentally retarded and one 
for the care of epileptics. It is the 
largest state mental hospital sys- 
tem in the country, employing 
40,000 and caring for 120,000. This 
is one of two reappointments Gov- 
ernor-elect Nelson A. Rockefeller 
has made, 


us needs at such a time. We often find that when people leave a 
hospital, they constantly talk about their operations. Instead, I 
find myself constantly singing the praises of my doctor and your 
hospital.” 
wv 4 a 

“The resident staff and laboratory technicians serving Neuro- 
logical Institute, 5th Floor, gave me every courtesy one would ex- 
pect and more.” 





Ww Ww Ww 
“One very remarkable thing that I noted at the Mary Harkness | 
Convalescent Home was... (the) check in the mornings to make 


sure the coffee and toast were hot and everyone was happy... . 
The place certainly fills a great need, especially for persons who 
are alone as I am.” 








FIVE MILLION PRESCRIPTIONS: Dr. Joseph E. Snyder, Assistant Vice President, Vanderbilt 
Clinic; Miss Anne Grosso, chief pharmacist; George S. Squibb, Assistant Director of Sales, 
E. R. Squibb & Sons. 

Marking 100 years of manufacturing pharmaceuticals, E. R. Squibb & Sons last month 
recognized an associate almost as venerable: The Presbyterian Hospital, which closed its 
90th year with the end of 1958. Squibb believes the five million prescriptions dispensed by 
Presbyterian over the 29 years since the Hospital moved to its present site, set a record. Last 
month Squibb honored the joint anniversary by presenting a plaque to Miss. Grosso, chief 
pharmacist, of the Hospital. 








P&S Winter Calendar 


All members of the Medical Center family arc cordially invited ; 
to attend these events: 


JANUARY 7 Vespers, Rev. Prof. James Peter, University 
5:15 p.m. of Queensland, Australia, The Pauline A. 
Hartford Memorial Chapel. 
JANUARY 13 Concert, Orpheum Symphony Society Trio, 
8:00 p.m. Bard Hall. 


JANUARY 14, 21, 28 Vespers, special winter series led by Rev. 
5:15 p.m. David W. Romig, pastor of Sea and Land 
Presbyterian Church, The Pauline A. Hart- 

ford Memorial Chapel. 


FEBRUARY 17 


Piano Concert, featuring Solnia Louria, Bard 
8:00 p.m. Hall. 2 
MARCH 8 Orpheum Symphony Society Chamber Music 
4:00 p.m. Orchestra, Bard Hall. 











ARTISTS AT THE WINDOWS ©@ Each Christmas the doctors and nurses and other 
personnel vie in artistic decorations of windows and when they run out of available 
windows even the telephone booths. Many of the ‘productions’ have a high inter- 


est value. 1) Left above: Miss Janet Swanson, student nurse, devotes her skill to a 
window in Orthopedic Hospital. 2) (upper right) Dr. Akira Morishima, full time Clini- 
cal Fellow in Pediatrics, limits his artistic endeavors to one large window a year. 
From Japan, Dr. Morishima was graduated from the Keio Medical School in Tokyo. 
3) (lower right) Dr. Robert G. Bertsch, Surgical Resident, has his offering on the 17th 
floor of the Medical School. Painting is his hobby. 4) (lower left) Johnny McKinney, 
patient on the Orthopedic Service, lends his helping hand to beautifying the Columbia 
Presbyterian Medical Center for Christmas. 

ELIZABETH WILCOX PHOTOS 





Paris Taught Skills Now In Use Here 





Know-how brought from Paris 
by 25-year-old Tatiana Lermontoff 
is helping in a pioneering study of 
the brains of prematurely born in- 
fants being cared for here. 





Scott 


Continued from page one 


year the story was about a little boy 
who spent a whole year in the hospi- 
tal: Richard Scott ... the little book- 
let was entitled “This Story Starts 
With A Christmas Party.” 

The story of Richard was due in 
such large part to the warmth and 
friendliness of all personnel with 
whom he came in contact that Ex- 
ecutive Vice President Alvin J. Bin- 
kert sent each member of the Hos- 
pital a copy with his Christmas 
greetings. 

With all these readers . . . special 
friends, staff, personnel ... it is cer- 
tain that no one enjoyed the story 
more than the subject himself and his 
happy grateful family. Richard has 
been very well and so happy to be 
home. 

His first days had many amusing 
incidents. He had new words to 
learn. He knew about examining 
rooms, play rooms, elevators and the 
like. . . . But what was a sofa? or 
a living room? He had started most 
of his talking here and his vocabu- 
lary had few “home” words in it. 

On their last visit to the Follow 
Up Clinic Mrs. Scott went to see Mr. 
Binkert and thanked him for the 
booklets he had sent. She exclaimed 
over the accuracy of the story and 
said that each night before he goes 
to bed Richard asks to see “the book.” 
Over and over again he says “Now 
let’s find Tarey” (Miss Carey) ... 
or “Let’s see the rocking horse.” 
Each page has a meaning for him. 
Even though Richard left the Hospi- 
tal when he was only 3% years old, 
his happy memories will really last 
with his own picture story to keep 
them alive. 


Tatiana brought the know-how 
because she was looking for a job. 
When she arrived with her hus- 
band in the U. S. a little more than 
a year ago, her first thought was to 
look at a big hospital for a job like 
the one she had loved in Paris. 
This was the delicate task of re- 
cording the brain waves of pre- 
mature infants. 

“T had a friend who knew Miss 
Parke in the premature nursery at 
Presbyterian. Miss Parke talked to 
me and arranged for me to see Dr. 
Apgar. I could hardly speak English 
and understood even less, but Dr. 
Apgar was very kind and told me 
not everyone spoke so fast as she did. 
She said no electroencephalograms 
were being done just then on the 
premature infants, but maybe there 
might be another job. So she sent me 
to Dr. Blane who was studying brain 
damage in premature infants and 
spoke French. He gave me a job and 
we have been working on a clinical 
test for the diagnosis of cerebral 
hemorrhage. At least I was working 
with prematures!” 

Ten months later Dr. Rustin Mc- 
Intosh, whose comprehensive study 
of birth defects has been underway 
here for some years, decided to add 
electroencephalographic studies of 
the brain of premature infants to 
the program. 

So Tatiana is now filling two jobs. 
Right now she’s busy making soft 
caps from strips of rubber, like the 
caps she used in Paris to apply eight 
minute silver electrodes to the small 
heads of premature infants. The 
electrodes are being specially manu- 
factured to a shape sketched by 
Tatiana. 

And how does she like New York? 
“Tt’s amazing—all the tall buildings, 
and houses with flat roofs. The hos- 
pital seems to have machines for 
everything. In Paris it was often a 


-long time before we could get a ma- 


chine we wanted. Already I know 
more people here than I knew in 
three years of work at the hospital 
mMyeanis.. 


Finance 


Continued from page one 


30 years old and major projects 
are now under way or in planning 
stages to modernize obsolete facili- 
ties and to continue a high stand- 


ard of maintenance. Work is cur- — 


rently in progress on replacement 
of 10 elevators, reconstruction in 
the Neurological Institute and in- 
stallation of a modernized food 
service at an estimated total cost 
of about $4,000,000. Valuable sup- 
port for these particular projects 
has come from the Ford Founda- 
tion and the James Foundation of 
New York, Inc. 

Looking ahead, Mr. Craig hoped 
for improvement in the financing 
of hospital care by both the City 
and Blue Cross. ‘‘These increases 
are essential if hospitals are to 
improve salaries and keep them- 
selves so as to take advantage of 
scientific advances in diagnosis 
and treatment,” he said. 



















Dig We Must... 
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For a growing Presbyterian Hospital 
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On the right a medical student is 
watching the excavating on the 
north side of the Neurological In- 
stitute. By the time he has changed 
his title from Mr. to Dr. the Insti- 
tute will have three new elevators 
and the digging he is watching and 
the concrete that has been poured 
will provide the base for them. 


There are not quite as many streets 
torn up or as many signs as the 
Edison Company has all over the 
city but the Presbyterian Hospital 
too has lots of digging and lots of 
building going on. 


On any day that the weather per- 
mits (or when one is warmly clad) 
there are many opportunities for 
sidewalk superintendents. 





The building entrance he first knew 
will be quite different, as well as 
the lobby inside. The main en- 
trance and central lobby will be on 
the Haven Avenue side of th 
building. 


The shovel in the picture on the 
left (with the armory in the back- 
ground) was used for over tw 

months. Among the many compli 

cations encountered was the nec- 
essity of moving the steam main 
which serves Bard Hall. 
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Further south on Fort Washington Avenue a new “view” has been cre- 


ated for the passerby. A large section of the garden wall has been cu 
away to allow ingress of trucks and material being used to enlarge th 
present cafeteria. The temporary wooden road, the trucks, and all the 


confusion should be gone, the planting replaced and serenity restored in 
time for the graduation of the 1959 class of the Nursing School. 
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